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Introduction 


>as-Sayyid ?Ahmad ?ash-Sharif bin Muhammad ’ash-Sharif bin Muhammad bin ‘Ali ?al-Khattabi ? as- 
Saniisi (4! 4«s_)) was the leader of the Saniisi order, who waged Jihad against the French colonialists in 
Chad, the Italians in Libya and the British in Egypt. This was at a time when the power of the Muslims 
was at its lowest in history and resisting the Christian Europeans was thought of as futile, if not 
insanity. 


Through his vision of upholding the principles of Islam under the most difficult of conditions, Allah 
blessed future generations with the spirit of Jihdd and to never surrender to the forces of disbelief. 


The ’?Ummah is increasingly becoming aware of the obligation of Jihad, but few of us are acquainted 
with our great forebears who carried the banner under the most difficult of circumstances. This brief 
biographical sketch aims to enlighten the Ummah on this valiant son of "Islam and the Libyan Jihad. 


The Santsiyyah Order 


The life and mission of ?Ahmad °ash-Sharif (4) 4«s5) cannot be understood without some brief 
background of the Tasawwuf order that he belonged to and headed. His grandfather, Muhammad bin 
‘Ali (al 445) was born in Tursh, near Mustaghanim, Algeria in 1787. In 1821 he left to study the Islamic 
sciences in Fas, Morocco. Both the corruption of Ottoman officials in Algeria and the state of French 
controlled Morocco disappointed him. He then left to study Tasawwuf in Egypt and ’al-Hijaz. In 1837 
he founded a new order, the Santsiyyah, aimed at converting the Kafir tribes of North Africa and 
reforming the Muslims. He educated the tribes in Libya and served them with his practical guidance 
and arbitrating amongst them. 


Early Life 


>Alhmad ?ash-Sharif (4) 4s) was born 27™ Shawwal 1290 Hijri (1873) in °al-Jarghib, Libya. From an 
early age he was zealous in acquiring Islamic knowledge. His father, Muhammad ’ash-Sharif was a 
scholar who conducted his initial upbringing. Then at the age of 6, his uncle, Muhammad ’al-Mahdi, 
the second leader of the Sanisiyyah, began teaching him. He completed the memorisation of the 
Qur’an under his uncle and studied under other scholars as well. In 1312 Hijri he accompanied his 
uncle to °al-Kufrah. There he was tasked with heavy responsibilities from a young age, such as 
supervising caravans. He fulfilled his uncle’s orders with precision and knew no rest. In 1317 Hijri 
(1899) he accompanied his uncle to Chad, calling towards Islam and teaching about it. He also joined 
his uncle in every battle fought against the French colonialists there, e.g. ‘Alali, Jaqah °al-Kubra, 
Janqah °as-Sughra, Wan etc. 


Khilafah & Jihad Against France 


Muhammad ’al-Mahdi (#1) 4s) realised the great potential and leadership skills of his nephew and 
appointed him as his successor, instead of his own son, Idris. "Idris would later reach an 
accommodation with Italy and eventually become king of Libya. Muhammad also delegated command 
of the Jihad against France to him. 


The appointment of Ahmad Sharif (4!) 4«3)) was popular amongst the rank and file of the Saniisi 
order who acclaimed him as their leader on 12 Rabi‘ ?al--Awwal 1220 (19 June 1902). 


Ahmad Sharif (i! 4«3) continued the ways of his predecessors in calling to Islam and its teachings. 
He also saw the French expansion as a dire threat to Islam. He therefore not only continued the Jihad 
in Chad but reached out to unite the Muslims of the region in a common front, e.g. to the Sultan of 
Darfur who responded positively and the Sultan of Waday who renounced French protection. 


The Sanusi Order had started off as group of preachers who established Masajid and taught there. 
They had no governing structures to implement Shari‘ah at that stage. The Jihad however brought 
about a greater formality. The French decided to strike at the core and in 1909 began demolishing the 
religious centres of the Order. By 1913 the French inflicted a major defeat upon the Mujahidin. 
However, the German newspaper Die Koloni saw potential in the Santi Order and its young leader. It 
published an article stating that a day may come when Jihad would be waged from Egypt to Morocco 
to Congo. 


The Santisiyyah now adopted hit and run tactics. The Jihad against the French intensified, with the 
tribes of Libya and the Sahara rallying under the leadership of the Order. Tuaregs from Niger moved 
eastwards to join up with the Jihad. 


The Mujahidtn inflicted humiliation on the French, most notably on 28 December 1916. The Mujahid 
commander, Kawasiin (4| 4«3)), heard of a French force escorting a salt caravan, so the Mujahidin lay 
in ambush at Shin Tabiraq. They defeated the French in an unforgettable battle and captured 
prisoners as well. The Muslims celebrated their victory that night and the prestige gained encouraged 
more tribes to join the Jihad. Libyans penetrated northern Chad, severely hampering French 
ambitions. 


The British therefore joined forces with the French and defeated the Mujahidiin forces. Kawasiin (4 
4i!), retreated to Libya, while others retreated to Niger. In a one of the saddest episodes in the history 
of Islam, he encountered a hostile Muslim tribe. He forbade his men from attacking fellow Muslims, 
saying that they were perhaps just ignorant. The tribe arrested him and ordered him to dig his own 
grave. After he prayed two Rak‘at "Ahmad ’al-‘Ayyat killed him on 5 January 1919. The murderer would 
be fighting on the Italian side in 1924 when a Mujahid would kill him. 


The French set out to prevent the locals from helping the remnants of the Muslim forces, imprisoning 
and torturing men and holding their women and children hostage. 


Jihad Against Italy 


ay Sa") From 1299-1313 Hijri (1882-1896) Italian missionaries stepped up their 
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activities in the Ottoman province of Tarabulus (Tripoli, Libya), 
especially in the field of education. Ottoman officers began to send their 
children to Italian missionary schools. The governor, Kamal Pasha issued 
a decree on 21 July 1898 banning the children of Ottoman army officers 
un. ee eee from these schools and commanding them to transfer their children to 


Ottoman government schools. 


The Italian press openly called for an invasion of Tarabulus and argued 


—_—— that Turks and Arabs were unfit to rule. This angered the locals. Their 


Italian Invasion of Cyrenaica (Barqah) 


& Tarabulus (Tripoli) notables sent a telegram to Constantinople complaining about the 


Italians and pledging to defend the land of "Islam. 


Italy continued sending spies under cover of the Italian Society for Geographical and Commercial 
Exploration. These spies sowed corruption in the land. They gathered information on the economy 
and customs of the people. They expanded their projects by establishing commercial centres, banks, 
factories and schools. 


In 1900 Italy agreed not to interfere with France in Morocco, in exchange for France allowing Italy to 
do as it pleased in Libya. However, resistance from Sultan ‘Abdul Hamid II, and the Santsiyyah 
postponed the invasion. Ottoman officials of the Masonic Birlik ve flerleme Dernegi (CUP: Committee of 
Union and Progress) had deposed Sultan ‘Abdul Hamid II in 1909 and now colluded with Italy. They 
disarmed the Libyans of the rifles the Sultan had arranged and orchestrated a need to send troops to 
Yemen, leaving a mere 5,000 behind to fight the invasion of General Carlo Caneva in September 1911. 
Sadly, the Italian invasion force included 1,000 Somalis. 


Caneva’s propaganda of coming for the good of Libya was shown to be false when he massacred over 
4,000 Libyans at ?al-ManshPah, including children and the elderly. A further 900 young men were 
exiled. What also ignited the spirit of Jihad was that the Pope had blessed the invasion force before its 
departure. Upon landing, the Italians conducted Christian services and erected crosses. The Libyan 
leaders moved out of Tripoli. They went to Jihad camps and called on the people to join them. 


Italy occupied the city of Tarabulus (Tripoli) and bombarded other Libyan cities. When this news 
reached ?Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (4 4«s), he consulted the Sayyids, Ulama@’, Mash@ikh and commanders. 
He commanded the Mash@ikh and Ulamd to lead the Mujahidiin and declared, “By Allah, we shall fight 
them, even if I have to do it alone with this walking stick of mine.” Faith drove him to wage Jihad 
against the powerful Christian invader. His orders went to every Zawiyah, Shaykh and leader affiliated 
with the Order around Tarabulus, commanding them not to slacken in attacking the enemy. 


He then summoned tribes further afield, both Arabs and Tuaregs. Four main Jihad camps were 
established in the west of Libya. Ahmad ash-Sharif (4! 4«s) directed this zeal for Jihad and paid 
attention to eliminating any cause for disunity amongst the Mujahidin. ?ash-Shaykh Tahir ?az-Zawi 


(75) 


said about him, “?’as-Sayyid >Ahmad °ash-Sharif - his knowledge polished him, and worship refined 
him, so his personality was chaste, and his determination great. He devoted his work to Allah, so He 


granted him Tawfiq and loosened the tongues of the people to praise and admire him.” 


3 


>Ahmad °’ash-Sharif (<i! 4«s) called on all Libyans to wage Jihad and announced that he would 
personally lead a large force of Mujahidin. The Mujahidin carried his banner from tribe to tribe. As a 
result, tribes flocked to enlist at both the Ottoman and Arab camps. The Saniisi camp overflowed with 
volunteers. 


On 25 March 1912 the Mujahidin entered ‘al-‘Aziziyah, armed with rifles, bayonets, and swords, with 
news of further reinforcements arriving. The Ottoman Sultan, Muhammad V, acknowledged the 
Sanisi efforts and awarded Ahmad °ash-Sharif (4! 4«3)) with a sword and medal in March 1912. 


The Sanisi manoeuvres prevented Italy from occupying any territory beyond the coast. Humiliated 
before the other European powers, it tried to regain prestige by officially announcing the annexation 
of Libya on 5 November 1911. It believed that by declaring itself the legal owner of Libya, the 
Mujahidin would have to lay down arms or be considered outlaws. Turkey protested to the other 
powers, but they declared neutrality. This in effect meant that British controlled Egypt was forbidden 
from helping the Libyans. 


With superior weaponry and brutality, the Italians finally made gains in the interior. Some of the 
Muslims surrendered and others withdrew to continue fighting. 


Ahmad ?ash-Sharif deputed Safiyyuddin ’as-Sanisi (4) 4«=)) to command the Jihad in Western Libya. 
The tribes erupted in great joy when he arrived there in Jumada ?al~U]4 1333 (March 1915). Italy 
prepared a massive campaign against him, and a fierce battle ensued at Abi Hadi. After intense hours 
of fighting the Italians were almost wiped out. It was a victory that was celebrated with poems and 
that encouraged even more Libyans to approach Safiyyuddin to support him. Italy therefore decided 
to uproot the Santisi headquarters. 


The Battle of ?al-Qardabiyyah 


The Italians forcibly conscripted Libyans along the 
coast. Their leader, Ramadan ’as-Suwayhili however 
planned to switch sides and attack the Italians 
should fighting ensue. The Italians sent 40 Arab 
x leaders to the Santsi camp to negotiate peace. Upon 
reaching there on 11 Jumada al--Ukhra 1333, the 
delegation joined the Sanisi, except for some 
individuals who returned to their Italian masters. 


ee anne Safiyyuddin had it leaked that he was going to attack 
Warfalah, but he had no such intention. He wanted 
to split the Italian forces. His strategy succeeded when the Italians sent reinforcements to Warfalah. 
They however heard that the Libyan conscripts were planning to join the Mujahidin, so they disarmed 
them. The battle finally erupted on the fourteenth. The Italians were on the verge of victory and 
capturing the Santis! flag, when Ramadan ordered his men to attack them. The Italians were destroyed 


and only 500 of their soldiers survived. They fled to Sirte, leaving behind a great booty of weapons 


and equipment. In revenge, they massacred over 700 Muslims in the streets of Sirte and sent a 
thousand as prisoners to Rome. 


Fort after fort fell to the Mujahidin who reached within 15 miles of Tripoli. The entire garrison of 
Tarhinah was destroyed while trying to flee to the sea. 100 Italians surrendered without a fight at 
Bant Walid. 


Unfortunately a dispute arose between Safiyyuddin and Ramadan, so Safiyyuddin withdrew. 


Southern Front 


Muhammad ‘Abid as-Saniisi, Ahmad ?ash-Sharif’s deputy, assumed command of the southern front. 
Ahmad ?ash-Sharif himself established his base at Zillah. Beginning on 26 August, a series of attacks 
drove the Italians out of Fezzan. They fled to Algeria, begging the French for refuge. 


Benghazi 
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On 24 Shawwal 1329 (19 October 1911) the Italian fleet mercilessly bombarded the port of Benghazi. 
They then landed at Darnah. >Ahmad ?ash-Sharif moved from Kufrah to ?al-Jaghbib to counter the 
new threat and appealed for assistance from the local chiefs and leaders of the Muslim world at large. 


The Italians now held most of the coast, except for Benghazi. The Ottoman garrison was weak, but 
the locals and surrounding tribes defended the city and welcomed the Mujahidin that arrived. The 
Ottomans opened their armoury for them, which had a mere 4,000 rifles. Nevertheless the Muslims 
attacked the Italians and captured more weapons and equipment. Many Muslims achieved 
martyrdom in these efforts. Amongst the Sanisiyyah that arrived to defend Benghazi was ‘Umar ’al- 
Mukhtar (i! 4«s)), the Shaykh of al-Qasiir Zawiyah, the Lion of the Desert who would later lead the 
Jihad. 


One of the most famous battles of that period was °al-Fuwayhat, fought on the 12 of March. 200 
Mujahidin penetrated between the Italian camps at °al-Fuwayhat and °al-Barakah. The Italians 
surrounded them and martyred 120, at the cost of 1500 the Italians killed, including 28 officers. Some 
Italian survivors were said to have been driven insane. 


Battles waged throughout the land. After the Italians made limited gains, they sent a delegation to 
the tribal Shaykhs to negotiate. The Shaykhs refused to reply, without instructions from ?Ahmad ?ash- 
Sharif (i) 40-5), 


Enver Pasha 


The Ottomans feared loss of prestige and began sending modern weaponry to the Mujahidin, as well 
officers to train them in fighting and using the weapons. The most famous of these officers were Enver 
(Anwar) Bey (later Pasha, i.e. Enver Pasha) and Mustafa Kamal (later known as Ataturk). Enver Bey 
took command of the Libyans from his base at Darnah while ’Ahmad ?ash-Sharif continued organising 
Jihad efforts from ?al-Jaghbub. The two leaders maintained constant communication with each other. 


Enver and the Mujahidtin admired each other. He wrote in his memoirs: 


The Arab tribes send me their fighters, and they come in small groups. Each person carrying an 
old weapon on his shoulder, his bullets strapped to his belt, and a few kilos of flour in his hands. 
Among those who came were elderly people with white beards, and boys who had not yet reached 
the age of fifteen. Neither [old nor youthful] age prevented them from facing death side by side 
with their comrades. They have a firm belief that their destinies are determined by the will of 
Allah, which will not change, not matter what. If the time of death comes, no creation can escape 
it. They have a touching saying: 
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“If the Lord Wills, there is no escape from martyrdom. The brave dies once, but the coward dies a 
hundred times every day.” 


..Every ten fighters mostly share one camel. On it they carry the tent which they share. Two 
women from the clan accompany them. They prepare bread, sew clothes and clean weapons...a 
shell hit a woman in the chest. She refused to stay in the hospital and returned to the front. 


In regards Ahmad ’ash-Sharif («| 4s) he stated: 


..his letters clearly constitute a great importance to me as a symbol of friendship, and because he 
is the only person who has a negative or positive influence in this wat... 


Today I received preliminary news from Darnah. The loss of the Italians exceeded my 
expectations, amounting to 800 dead and wounded. The Italians captured the 21 wounded that 
we had left behind, the majority of whom were men of the ’al-Hasa tribe, from the people of Mount 
Bargqah. The Italians sent a messenger to them stating that they would release the wounded if the 
people of ’al-Hasda stopped participating in the fighting. The tribe responded as follows, “You have 


come to destroy our country. We shall remain faithful to the orders of Allah and the Sultan. We 
unite to fight you. We regard the prisoners as dead already and we cried for them, but all that has 
passed. Whether you release them or not, we shall fight you until the last man. We advise you to 
treat the prisoners with kindness and do not forget what men we have in our hands.” I feel proud 


to be a leader of such men, and to fight alongside them... 


..My soldiers are brave and continue to perform their duties. There is a family whose only 
surviving member is the father. His eleven children and his son-in-law were killed. When I offered 
him my condolences, he said to me, “I am proud and happy, because they were killed in the battle 


for the homeland and religion.” 


Latif bin Tawilah 


Another Ottoman officer, >Amin Bey, wrote to his wife about ’ash-Shaykh Latif bin Tawilah (4! 4), 
describing him as, “...a brilliant orator and a Mujahid whose children were killed in Tubrug.” 


>Amin Bey mentioned in his letters some of the Shaykh’s sermons that he used to deliver to the 
Mujahidin. It was clear that the Shaykh insisted that war was not political, but religious. It was not a 
matter of nations confronting each other, but rather religions are confronting religions. The Arabs 
must not only defend their land, but also their faith and their traditions. He swore to fight until no 
Italian or European remained in Libya and said: 


45] Sad Led eyed UT es Leaks foe cpalas a> olay plas! lS poold aly oldall fal ile ge 9 aU 6 pd Lil AIL) 
olf Lobeyle Iie dias Uae!) fom) OUar ASI dob aun A pad clad OF oye OILY ope Cer pe dat Ka OF [asd ok 
peel hey Ble a fo SB LUT Is Onde aT) esl Be lly LN OL fo ge Gals eles aol he. ae SI oT al 
gota libs 13] SUAS 0 5 OL Ag NF LS] SIN oye Keeail Lpalbecl yl polity pee pyres uicbe px lly ht OS oJ 
I hsb Sy OLE a pe ail Of UI NSS y hela ae Se gh Lyte y A WU perl y dd eV SL it Lil a abl ULe sl |e Eel Ue 


CUS ops Bile © selene Cree Gl 2 8 he O} 


Ya ‘Ilahi, we are being invaded by the people of injustice and oppression. Let us drink the cup of 
revenge slowly until we quench our thirst...0 you poor fellow, you poor fellow! It is better for you 
to live in a torn tent where faith prevails than to live in a palace guarded by Satan’s weapons. 
Satan’s tricks are weak. This is what the Noble Qur’an teaches us.... I want martyrs, not soldiers. 
Danger and death await us. I want sinners, not saints. A man as pure as the sand of the sea will 
not be liked [for this task]. If you are sinners, come with me and fight, and thus cleanse yourselves 
of sins. We are revolutionaries and must be so if the enemy stands for nullifying what Allah has 
commanded us with. We owe allegiance to Allah, not to the state. So do not sit for long with those 
who remain behind, but come to me, for Allah is swift in reckoning. I repeat my words to you that 
ten of the believers will defeat a hundred of the disbelievers. 


Mourning, the martyrdom of the Shaykh and his three sons at Tubruq, "Amin Bey mentioned, “No 
one could abstain from war, when he heard his fiery words, even those who were weary of war,’ and 
recalled a sermon of his which he heard: 
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O fighters in the Way of ’ar-Rahman °al-Wahid ?al-’Ahad! Your need now is not for weapons. If 
you believe that it is you who achieves conquest, then rather stay where you are. This war is not 
your war. If you only want to expel the Italians, then go home. Rather, what you must do is expel 
Satan and his country from our lands, and return it to the mercy of ’al-Wahid °al-Qahhar... But it 
is most meet that you should not expect beautiful nights and pleasant days. For now you are in 
the service of our ’Aqidah. It is a hot fire during the day, and long marches at night, it is hunger 
and thirst. All of this awaits you, but glory and honour await you as well. Leave your tent, and if 
Allah wills, you will never see your relatives again... and do not fear anything. Battle is according 
to Allah’s will. It will wash away your sins with blood, and when martyrdom is placed [on the 
Scales] on the Day of Judgment, the deeds you upheld will be seen. Then Paradise will be waiting 


for you... so come with me in Allah’s Name.) 


>Amin Bey concluded, “The sound of the Shaykh’s voice at the end of the sermon was like the sound 
of a trumpet. The eyes of a thousand Arabs were burning with enthusiasm as they looked at him, and 
they all joined the ranks of Jihad.” 


Muslim Support Abroad 


The resistance of the Libyans encouraged Muslims elsewhere, mostly Turkey and Egypt, to send 
volunteers, aid and medical assistance. Muslim in Mauritius held demonstrations and raised 15,000 


Rupees for the Mujahidin. 


King Habibullah Khan of Afghanistan opened a register for donations for the Mujahidin and 
demanded from his nobles: 


Open the bag of your determination and wet your hearts with the water of brotherly compassion. 
Help the orphans and widows of those Mujahidin who sacrificed their lives to preserve their 
country and the honour of their people. Help them at least with wraps with which they can 
bandage their wounds. Do not look at how little money you give or how much it is. Give what you 


are able to give and confirm your names. Register your names here. Allah does not let good deeds 
go to waste. 


The nobles donated 20,000 Rupees. The ruler of Qatar, Qasim Muhammad, personally donated 20,000 
Rupees. Muslims from Indonesia, India, Tunisia, Chad, Niger, Mali, Sudan, Egypt, Algeria, the Levant 
and Turkey also donated. 


Treaty of Lausanne 


Italy realised that it could not overcome the combined Mujahidin-Ottoman 
resistance in Libya, so it struck at a weaker Ottoman position. On 18 Jumada 
-alUla 1330 (4 May 1912) the Italian fleet occupied the Ottoman Dodecanese 
Islands in the Aegean Sea. The Ottomans reinforced the Turkish coast, 
¥ fearing further Italian invasions. The CUP government resigned in Rajab 
(July) and >Ahmad Mukhtar Pasha al-Ghazi replaced them. However, the 
fragile Ottoman situation enabled Jewish businessmen aligned with the 


, 


Dodecanese Islands 


Committee of Union and Progress to arrange secret negotiations with Italy while the Ottoman 
government pretended it would never abandon Libya. 


The British foreign office proposed a “compromise” for the Ottomans to save face. The Sultan would 
acknowledge Italian sovereignty over Libya, but Italy would respect his religious status as Khalifah and 
pay an annual sum. 


The peace treaty was signed in Lausanne, Switzerland, on 8 Dhiial-Qa‘dah 1330 (18 October 1912), It 
stipulated that the Ottomans withdraw from Tarabulus and Bargah, i.e. Libya; that Italy withdraw 
from the Dodecanese; prisoners would be exchanged; and amnesties granted on both sides. An 
appendix to one version of the treaty declared that Tarabulus and Barqah would be independent 
states, whereas another contradictory version declared the two provinces to be Italian. 


Enver Bey, the Commander-in-Chief, was shocked when Constantinople ordered him to leave Bargah. 
He went to’al-Jaghbib to consult ?Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (<i! 4«3), >Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (#1! 4-5) had made 
it clear before the treaty was signed that he would not accept the peace. He had written to Enver Bey 
stating what he had learnt that the Ottomans intended to give Libya to Italy. He would never accept 
peace if the price of peace was surrendering the country to the enemy. Furthermore, he warned that 
such a surrender would create strong aversion to the Ottoman Empire in the hearts of Muslims 
throughout the world. 


Enver Bey’s car was the first car to enter the Barqah desert. Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (<i!) 4«3) welcomed 
him warmly and hosted him for three days. Enver informed his host of the Sultan’s orders and that 
according to the Ottomans the Libyans were now independent and had to defend themselves on their 
own. The two men ratified the establishment of a Saniisi government to fill the Ottoman vacuum. 
Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (<i! 4«<5) asked Enver Bey to at least supply him with weapons and military 
equipment. 


Enver has a mixed record. Historians praise him for his service in Libya, while it must be remembered 
that he had served the Masons in overthrowing ‘Abdul Hamid II. He would later say, “We carried out 
the coup not knowing that we were a tool in the hands of Zionism. We were stupid.” 


Jihad Under the Santisi Government 


Aziz al-Masri was appointed the army commander. ?Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (4) 4«=5) commanded him to 
enter the battlefield immediately. Similarly he wrote to all Santisi Zawiyahs, tribal Shaykhs and 
military commanders to continue the Jihad immediately. >Ahmad ’ash-Sharif («| 4«<)) himself headed 
for Darnah. Upon reaching ’az-Zahr?al--Ahmar the local Shaykh and leaders welcomed him. He stayed 
among the Mujahidin, and he worked to organise the Jihad following the Ottoman withdrawal. He 
wrote a circular to the Shaykhs of the Zawiyahs and tribes announcing the continuation of Jihad, and 
he asked every Muslim aged 14-65 is to go to the battlefield, equipped with supplies and weapons. He 
inspected the camps and gave advice and orders accordingly. 


Italy sent 5,000 armed soldiers, with modern armament, to strike Mujahidin camps. On Friday 16 May 
1913 a major battle was fought at Sidi °al-Qarba‘. The Muslims were victorious, scattering the 
battlefield with dead and wounded Italians and their equipment. This was the first battle in which 
>as-Sayyid Ahmad °ash-Sharif (4! «= 5) personally fought against the Italians. It greatly inspired the 
people to join the Jihad. 


After meeting with the heads of the Zawiyahs and the Shaykhs of the tribes, ’as-Sayyid ?Ahmad ?ash- 
Sharif (4) 4«-)) inspected all the camps of ’al-Jabal ?al-’Akhdar, and arranged their affairs. During this 
tour of inspection, the Italians and the Mujahidin fought several battles where he passed through. He 
participated in many of them, undergoing fatigue, hardships, and sleepless nights, hunger and thirst. 
Yet he focused on reward from Allah. His companions describing him as clear minded and cheerful, 
despite the circumstances. 


Shakib ?Arsalan describes him as uniquely patient and at the forefront. He asked him about a rumour 
that the Italians had captured him. The rumour was false. What had actually transpired was that spies 
had informed the Italians that "Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (4) 4«35) and a few Mujahidin were near the Italian 
army position. So the Italians dispatched a force of several thousand, believing he could not escape. 
>as-Sayyid >Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (4! 4«s) had heard of this. He could have escaped, but he did not do 
so. After all, he was always one with his men. He ate with them and prayed with them. So, he stood 
firm with 300 Mujahidin against thousands of Italians and defeated them. 


>as-Sayyid Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (4! 4«< 5) travelled among the cities and tribes urging people to wage 
Jihad and take up arms against the invaders. He personally joined the battles. He stressed that the 
previous Turkish plans during the beginning of the war were now impractical. The Mujahidiin were 
instead to adopt warfare based on hit and run tactics. He selected such men to accompany him on his 
travels whom he deemed to have good in their opinions, minds, manners, religion and reputation 
among the people. 
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Masri the Traitor 


‘Aziz al-Masri was a greedy, spiteful man with a hot temper. When he first came on the scene in 
Barqah, he addressed the Arabs in Darnah as a great Mujahid berating others for their laxity, “O people, 
if you are true Muslims and have an ounce of chivalry and honour, then fight the enemy to the last 
drop of your blood.” 


He began to criticise the Ottomans and Enver Bey in particular. At first, the Mujahideen did not take 
note of his activities because they thought he was good. When news of his attacks reached Enver, he 
said, “It is in the public interest to set aside personal grudges. Let him continue his defence of the 
country, and if he became its leader, I would willingly follow him as long as that is in the interest of 
Islam and its people.” 


After Enver Pasha’s departure, ?al-Masri assumed general command, and the Italian agent Hasan 
Hamadah was able to convince al-Masri to secretly negotiate and deal with Italy and England in 
exchange for fleeting debris from the world. ’al-Masri worked to serve Italian interests and accepted 
all their conditions. 


‘Aziz °al-Masri wanted to weaken the Jihad against Italy. He went to ’as-Sayyid >Ahmad °ash-Sharif 
(atl 4a) on behalf of his true masters, arguing that resistance was futile and would just bring about 
more harm. The Mujahidin were lacking in money and ammunition. He should reconcile with Italy in 
exchange for a payment from Rome and Paris, commensurate to his status. France would stop fighting 
him in the desert and Sudan. He should surrender the territory between Bomba and ’al-Jaghbub and 
the Egyptian border to Egypt and leave the rest of Tarabulus to the Italians. ’as-Sayyid *Ahmad ?ash- 
Sharif (<i! 435) replied, “Listen, my son, I would with a happy heart accept surrendering that land 
and annexing it to Egypt, if it had a free and Islamic government. I would take my men westwards to 
fight the Italians over the rest of Tarabulus until I remove their heavy shadow from it, in defence of 
what remains of Islam. But Egypt is in the grip of England. So this [Egyptian annexation] has no 
meaning. I shall resist until the end.” 


In a letter dated 29 Safar 1335, he wrote to Enver (now Pasha, and Ottoman War Minister), “The 
Italians came to take the country. They corresponded with me and sent me enormous amounts of 
money. I returned it all to keep chaste and seeking the pleasure of Allah and His Rasul %. I supported 
the Dawlah ‘Aliyah [Ottomans], praise be to Allah. I commanded all the people of the country and 
exerted myself, and then I presented myself for Jihad.” 


Italy then tried to pressure Ahmad ’ash-Sharif via the ‘Abbas Pasha, Khedive of Egypt, to accept a 
principality under Italian protection. He replied, “I swear in front of all the Mujahidiin on this Qur’an 
and Bukhari that I shall never cease defending Islam and fighting its enemies until my last breath, as 
long as a single group of Mujahidin is with me. And if everyone betrays me and surrenders to the 
enemy, I shall make Hijrah to °al-Madinah to live in the neighbourhood of my most lofty ancestor 
[Rastlullah #2], complaining to Allah about the betrayal of the traitors, and cursing them until 
Judgment Day.” 


He also said, “I shall not negotiate with Italy over my country, nor do I agree with it to give up a single 
hand span of the country, nor do I deviate from one of two matters: either freeing the country or 
dying for that.” 
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And also, “I pledge unto Allah that I shall not be lenient with Italy regarding one of the rights of the 
people of the country, nor will I give up the extent of my horse’s one hoof.” 


When the Mujahidin eventually learnt of Masri’s treason, he burnt their special documents and 
medical tools. He prevented the delivery of weapons to them and decided to leave Libya. He cut the 
telegraph and telephone wires to disable Mujahidin communications. He hid their weapons, in 
locations which he revealed to the Italians who then bombed them. He burnt six Mujahidin prisoners, 
slaughtered another two like sheep, stole 9,000 pounds intended for the Jihad and revealed military 
secrets to the enemies of 7Islam. 


He had promised °as-Sayyid Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (4) +35) to deliver weapons to the Mujahidin He 
destroyed the weapons instead. He went to Constantinople and spread rumours that °as-Sayyid 
Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (4) 4«3 5) had betrayed the Sultan. ’Ahmad ’ash-Sharif had to send an ambassador 
to clarify his position. 


Egyptian Cooperation with Italy 


Despite all the difficult circumstances that the country went through, 1913 witnessed a number of 
battles against the Italians in most areas of Barqah. 1914 commenced with severe difficulties for the 
Mujahidin, such as loss of weaponry. Matters were worsened when the Ottomans withdrew their 
remaining equipment from Barqah, leaving the Libyans exposed to attack. Furthermore after the 
Ottoman-Italian peace, ‘Abbas, Khedive of Egypt, capitulated to Italian pressure and withdrew 
support for the Mujahidin. 


Shakib ?Arsalan had gone as early as August 1912 to discuss the matter in a meeting with the Khedive 
and his officials. The Khedive discussed any matter, but dodged talk on the Jihad. Finally >ash-Shaykh 
‘Ali Yusuf spoke on behalf of the Egyptian government while the Khedive kept quiet. He presented 
the dire financial position of the Ottomans as the reason why the Jihad could not continue. Shakib 
replied, “If the [Ottoman] state is helpless, then surely the Islamic world is capable of helping 


(” 


Tarabulus!” The Egyptian said, “We, the people of Egypt will not be able to help the Tripolitanians 
once the [Ottomans] surrender Tarabulus, for then the citizens would be regarded as rebels against 
Italy.” The Khedive remained silent, his face reddening. Shakib exploded and tersely said, “You will 


not help the people of Tarabulus? May Allah make them sufficient from you.” 


The Mujahidin resorted to ambushes, capturing weapons and equipment from the Italians. 


Consolidation at Musa‘id 


After the Ottoman withdrawal ?as-Sayyid Ahmad ?ash-Sharif ( += 
40!) held a general meeting with all Mujahidiin leaders and warriors. 
It was decided that all the Mujahidin, who totalled about 7,000, 
would be repositioned to Musa‘id, near the Egyptian border town of 
>as-Sallim. He then continued training Mujahidin. The British 


turned a blind eye to smugglers supplying the Mujahidin from 
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British controlled Egypt for two reasons. They feared that interference would provoke the Egyptian 
populace and with the possibility of an imminent European war, they entertained hopes of using ’as- 
Sayyid Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (41! 4«s) against the Italians. The Turks, Germans, British and Egyptians 
all sought his support. 


World War I 


The war erupted in the beginning of 1333 Hijri (1914). In time it involved Austria, Germany, Bulgaria 
and Turkey fighting against Serbia, Russia, France and Britian. Britain induced the Sharif of Makkah, 
Husayn bin ‘Ali, to revolt against the Ottomans and also intensified efforts to lure ’as-Sayyid >Ahmad 
?ash-Sharif (4) 4a) to join the Allies. Thus Lord Kitchener, the British Agent and Consul-General 
wrote to him in this regard. His letter shows how important the British regarded >Ahmad ?ash-Sharif 
(ill oxy) . 


The Turks and Germans aimed to use the Sanisiyyah to occupy the Suez Canal and remove the British 
from Egypt. Enver Pasha thus informed °as-Sayyid ?Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (41! 4«.)) that he was the 
Sultan’s supreme representative in North Africa and was authorised to act locally without deferring 
to Constantinople. A German officer, Mannesmann, arrived at the same time with a medal from the 
German Kaiser to >as-Sayyid Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (<i! 4«3)), °as-Sayyid >Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (a) 4) 
however refused to join the British, but also disappointed the Turks and Germans by not attacking 
the British. He insisted that his focus remain the Jihad against Italy and that he did not have the 
resources to battle elsewhere, and that the British were not his immediate concern. He was also 
pragmatic enough not to provoke the British to cut off his supply lines from Egypt. Furthermore, the 
British allowed the Mujahidin access to the port of ’as-Sallim to sell their booty, and markets from 
which to purchase clothing and equipment. 


Sectors within Ottoman intelligence, the Teskilat-1 Mahsusa, therefore planned on drawing the 
Sanisiyyah into their campaign against the British in Egypt. Since they could not convince ’as-Sayyid 
Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (<i) 4«<5), they conspired to eliminate him. In February 1915 they plotted to 
instigate coup against him, blowing up his tent, and appointing a replacement for him from the 
Sanisi family, who would be more compliant with their plans. The plot was discovered, and the 
conspirators arrested. ’as-Sayyid Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (4! 4s) was then accused of working for the 
English. He reiterated that it was simply a matter of him being in a position to fight the British at that 
stage. The Ottomans then resorted to another plan to instigate war between the Libyans and British. 
They secretly attacked British positions and falsified orders from ’as-Sayyid >Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (+= 
4!) to his commanders. They also spread propaganda in Egypt that °as-Sayyid Ahmad °ash-Sharif 
(at) 4«a5) refused to free them from British occupation. As a result, messengers arrived from Egypt, 
criticising his stance. 


Border incidents continued transpiring over which he had no control. The British still wished for his 
neutrality and asked Sultan Husayn Kamil of Egypt to intervene. The Sultan sent a delegation to him, 
carrying a message from General Maxwell. The British offered to help Libya gain independence after 
the war, on condition that the Mujahidiin maintained neutrality. 
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Turkish intelligence continued their efforts. With promises and money they won over some 
personalities such as Ahmad Mukhtar ’at-Tarabalusi and °Abi °al-Qasim. They attacked the British 
without the knowledge of as-Sayyid >Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (4) +a) who now became a target of the 
British. His efforts to rectify the situation failed and he had to accept the situation that Turkish 
intelligence had engineered. 


Jihad Against Britain 


Now forced into a war which he did not see as an immediate interest of his land, ’as-Sayyid Ahmad 
-ash-Sharif (4!| 4«3)) focused on the positives of the situation. He would be able to help the Muslims 
of Turkey and was convinced that Germany would overcome the British and Italians. British promises 
were generally vague and not fulfilled. On the other hand, the Turks sent concrete help via German 
submarines, at least during those initial days. 


Mediterranean Sea 


in Avandia Resa. °aS-Sayyid "Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (4! 45) set out with a force of 4,000 to attack 
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SS. arog SAPO from November 1915 and Egyptian tribesmen were called upon to fight the 
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ont ag ““ British. Muhammad Salih Harb, an Egyptian officer serving the British, 


Farafra Asyut™ Hurghada s 


oner Fara Sih) Sate addressed the chiefs as follows, “We stand today between two camps: the 
mee wo “924. English, the enemies of Allah and the homeland, who have imposed their 


eee meant ® protectorate over us, and the other is the camp of the Arabs and Turks, who 

=a say that they have come to free us. My conscience and my religious duty have 
convinced me not to stay with the English, and I have gone out for the sake of Jihad against them. If 
any among you returns to Marsa Matrih out of concern for his life or any family responsibility, I shall 


not prevent him, on condition that he leaves behind his weapons and supplies.” 
None chose to return, and they pledged themselves to the Jihad. 


The Mujahidin and Turks attacked the British forces along the borders of Egypt, and fierce battles 
erupted. However, the Mujahidin lacked medicine, clothing, ammunition, and weapons. So they were 
forced to withdraw. The situation worsened and they suffered unbearable conditions, fraying the 
relationship between °as-Sayyid >Ahmad °ash-Sharif (4) 4«) and Nuri Pasha who was in charge of 
Teskilat-1 Mahsusa. 


Therefore, ?Ahmad °ash-Sharif (4! 4««)) called for an urgent meeting to discuss the situation. The 
meeting was held in late January 1916 in his tent. and was attended by Nuri Pasha and Ja‘far °al- 
‘Askari (representing the Turks), Muhammad Salih Harb (representing the Egyptian officers) and 
three senior men of ?Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (4) «3 )), ?as-Sayyid ?Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (4) «3 ) chaired the 
meeting. He was emotional and angry, and criticised the Turkish officers who had rushed to start 
military operations despite not completing the necessary preparations for them. He accused Nuri and 
Ja‘far of locking the Mujahidin into a situation of severe difficulty. He concluded his speech by 
addressing the Turks, “What do you think when you have brought it to this condition... and it has 
become clear that I was on guidance and you were astray?” 
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Muhammad Salih Harb addressed the meeting after the Turkish officers spoke. He criticised their 
general war plan of advancing from the coast (near the sea). It was almost completely exposed land 
where the British forces could defeat the Mujahidtn forces. The British could easily utilise their 
weaponry there against them and they could better use their cars and transports along the coast. 
Also, the British could better exploit the sea, whether it was by way of warships equipped with 
cannons or with swifter reinforcements. Accordingly Muhammad Salih Harb argued for the 
Mujahidin to move towards the south to occupy the Egyptian oases in succession, and thus enable 
them to contact the Arab leaders there, and the Muslims of Upper Egypt in the cities and villages, 
who want to get rid of British colonialism. The Jihad may inspire them to rise against the British. 
Furthermore they could obtain water and dates. Moving south would force the British to deploy their 
forces along the Nile Valley and stretch their forces. 


Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (4) 4«)), in his capacity as the head of the meeting and deputy to the Ottoman 
Sultan compromised between the two positions. The Mujahidin forces should be divided into two 
parts, one part would head south to occupy the Egyptian oases. This section would consist of 
approximately 3,500 Mujahidin. Muhammad Salih Harb would lead them under the supervision of 
Ahmad °ash-Sharif (i! 46). The other part of 6,000 Mujahidiin would remain in the coastal north. 
Ja‘far ?al-‘Askari would lead them under the supervision Nuri Pasha. 


Some important matters became clear or affirmed through this meeting: 


1. °as-Sayyid ?Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (<i) 4x5) ’s authority over all forces marching against the British 
across Egypt’s western borders. 


2. The Turks had insufficiently prepared (militarily, financially, troops etc) for the Egyptian campaign, 
and they had not developed proper war plans, strategy and complete coordination. 


3. The Turkish promises to °as-Sayyid ?Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (i) 4«<)) that the supplies would be 
continuous, and that there would be no shortage of weapons, ammunition, equipment, supplies, 
money, clothing, and medicine were empty promises to get the Mujahidin to attack the British and 
would not be fulfilled. 


4, The Mujahidin position was glaringly weaker than that of the British from a material perspective. 


5. Barqah faced a severe famine, as all trade routes have been closed (by the British to the east, the 
French to the south, and the Italians to the north). 


6. The Mujahidin were in severe difficulty and distress. 


7. °as-Sayyid >Ahmad ?ash-Sharif («| 4«3 5) had been strategically correct in not wanting to enter the 
war against the British at that time. 


British Victory 


Nuri Pasha’s northern forces fought the British in the Battle of Wadi Maqtalah and the Battle of ?al- 
‘Aqaqir. The Mujahidiin were defeated. They began to withdraw towards the west, with British 
armoured cars in pursuit. British planes flew over them warning them to surrender within twenty- 
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four hours, and then attacked them. The British pursued the survivors, crossing the border into 
Bargah and took control of Sidi Barrana on 28 February 1916. Prisoners included the Turkish 
commander, Ja‘far Pasha. Conversely the British freed 92 of their sailors in Libya, whom the Mujahidin 
had captured. 


Major General Muhammad Salih Harb led the Mujahidin forces in the south to occupy ’al-Bahriyyah, 
>al-Farafarah, and ?ad-Dakhilah oases, and all the Egyptian workers who were in these oases, as well 
as officers and soldiers, joined them. Harb contacted the Arab Shaykhs in Minya, ?Asyut and ’al- 
Fayyum. These contacts did not give encouraging results. Jamal Pasha led a failed Ottoman attempt 
to take the Suez Canal. Once the British dealt with him, they began to increase in number and 
intensity against the Mujahidin, who were already exhausted from years of war with Italy. 
Furthermore the revolt of Sultan ‘Ali Dinar had failed in Darfur. The Mujahidin had to withdraw west. 
The British used military aircraft in scouting and raiding operations, and armoured vehicles equipped 
with rapid-fire cannons, tipping the balance of power in their favour. 


The Mujahidiin forces were able to reach Siwah Oasis safely. Harb immediately sent dates to °al- 
Jaghbub to supply the Mujahidin there. 


The British caught up with the Mujahidin at Siwah, resulting in a major battle on 8 February 1917, 
which lasted for about a full day. The Mujahidiin defended themselves desperately, but had to 
withdraw. The last battle in that war took place near ’al-Jaghbub. From there the British lines were 
unable to advance, so they resorted to political means. Before >Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (| 4«s)) arrived in 
>al-Jaghbub, General Sir John Maxwell, Commander-in-Chief, sent him a lengthy letter. 


In it he rebuked ’as-Sayyid ?Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (4) 4«s) for heeding Nuri Pasha and Ja‘far. He deplored 
the attacks against the British which had been without the consent of ?as-Sayyid >Ahmad ?ash-Sharif 
(a) 4a), He mentioned that Ja‘far who was captured had informed the British of the difficult 
circumstances the Mujahidin were in, contrary to ’as-Sayyid Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (4 4«)) stating that 
he was well. Maxwell criticised his lack of foresight in attacking the British and set the following 
preconditions for negotiations: 


1. To return peacefully all British, Indian or European prisoners. 


2. Expulsion of all the Turks or Germans with the Mujahidin. If this was not possible, they must be 
handed to the British as prisoners of war. 


3. All armed men to vacate Egyptian territory and will not enter Egyptian territory, and if they do, 
they will be treated as enemies wherever they are. 


4. Complete evacuation from Siwah and ’as-Sallim and from all the lands to the east of it and reside 
in peace in °al-Jaghbub. 


‘Idris °al-Mahdi 


Idris ?al-Mahdi °as-Sanisi was the son of the second Saniisi leader, Muhammad ’al-Mahdi, i.e. he was 
the cousin of Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (4! 4«s)), the third leader. He was the general representative of 
Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (4) 4«s)) in Bargah. He was known for his far-sightedness and understanding of 
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affairs. He had warned >Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (| +s) several times and explained why he should not 
enter the war with the Turks against Britian. 


The country was now in a deplorable state, rent with famine and plague. The Egyptian market that 
had open to the Libyans was now closed to them. Animals were starving and rain was not falling. The 
country was caught between wars with Italy on the one hand and with the British on the other hand. 


All these factors pushed the tribes and their Shaykhs to rally around the leadership of "Idris. They 
wrote to him at his headquarters in °Ajdabiyyah. They addressed him as the legitimate leader of the 
Saniisiyyah, asking him to remedy what his cousin, 7Ahmad °ash-Sharif (4) 4«3)) had caused by 
fighting the British. He had supported the Turks, whereas the Turks had not fulfilled the promises 
they had made to him, and had not sent him anything to meet the needs of his army and his country, 
as they had promised him. Rather, they plunged the country into the calamity of the war against 
Britain, and left its proud people to die of hunger. 


Idris believed that Britain could help the Libyans achieve independence. Whereas ?Ahmad ’ash-Sharif 
(ai) 4ea.5) believed that it was Islamically incorrect to join the British against the Turks. 


The British had friendly relations with *Idris from the beginning, and the relations between the two 
parties continued to grow and flourish throughout 1913. Connections were renewed at the beginning 
of 1914 when he went to ’al-Hijaz to perform Hajj. On his way, he passed through Egypt. The Sultan, 
Husayn Kamil met him with respect and veneration. A special ship carried him to Hayfa, and from 
there to ’al-Hijaz. On his way back, he was met with even more respect and reverence than the first 
time, and he met with Lord Kitchener, the commander of the British forces in Egypt. After reaching 
>as-Salltim he was given an official farewell. 


Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (i! 4«s 5) had assigned "Idris to inform the tribes, who numbered 80,000 warriors 
affiliated with the Sanisi Order, to act against the British and their allies in Egypt and °al-Hijaz. After 
Idris returned from Hajj he replied, “The tribes respond, ‘No harm comes to us from the English, as 
they are just, honourable, and rich. Whereas we find the Turks characterised by injustice, oppression, 
and arrogance, and therefore there is no need to enter into any battles with them.” 


"Idris wanted the Turks expelled and demanded that °as-Sayyid °>Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (4) 4s) 
cooperate with the British. When ?Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (4 4«) rejected this, Idris left him and went 
to ?al-Jabal al--Akhdar. There he spread the word among the people that the only outlet for its 
residents to Egypt would be closed if Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (4! 4s) continued his anti-British policy. 
They would find themselves tightly surrounded from the east and west. 


The British goals coincided with the wishes of *Idris, when they offered him peace and recognition of 
his emirate in Barqah and ’al-Jabal ’al-’Akhdar, in exchange for expelling Nari and the Turkish officers 
with him, and persuading his cousin to leave the region. Ultimately *Idris assumed >Ahmad ’ash- 
Sharif’s powers and in time the United Nations would declare him King of Libya. 
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Effects of the Egypt Campaign 
The failure of the Egyptian campaign negatively effected the Jihad against the Italians: 


1. The Italians were engaged in battles in Europe and their forces in Libya were confined to coastal 
cities, unable to manoeuvre. This had been an opportunity to fight them, but that opportunity had 
been lost. 


2. The spiritual relations between °as-Sayyid Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (4 +35) with the Egyptian tribes 
were now strained. The British army included men from those tribes, and thus after the battles and 
casualties, Egyptians were no longer so sympathetic towards the Libyan cause. 


3. The economic artery of the Jihad in Libya was cut off, which would have a major impact. 


4, The Mujahidin were affected psychologically and regretted the Egyptian diversion, including ’as- 
Sayyid Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (1) 4«35) himself. In a letter to Sulayman ’al-Bariini, he stated, “If not for 
[the Egyptian campaign] we would have thrown them [Italians] into the sea.” 


5. The political situation of the Mujahidin had been strong before the campaign. They could insist on 
no negotiations and nothing short of the expulsion of the Italians. They were now under pressure to 
compromise. 


6. The campaign in Egypt enormously benefitted the Italians because it destabilised the leadership of 
>as-Sayyid Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (<i! 4«s)) and paved the way for them to deal with "Idris instead. 


Expulsion from ’al-Jaghbub 


The Mujahidin forces arrived in °al-Jaghbub, exhausted and tired due to the long wars. as-Sayyid 
>Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (4) 4s) said to them, “Who among you wants to go to his family in Barqah or 
Al-Jabal Al-Akhdar has permission.” The permission however did not include everyone. Some left and 
the rest said, “By Allah, we shall not leave you as long as you live, whether we live or we die.” 


The British took the opportunity to threaten him through his cousin, *Idris. They threatened that 
unless he left ?al-Jaghbub, they would bomb his grandfather’s grave with planes. Thus they occupied 
the city gave free rein to their soldiers. 


>as-Sayyid >Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (41! 4s) left al-Jaghbib for the desert, going to various places during 
1335 Hijri and 1336 Hijri. Despite the large army he had with him and the famine that had struck 
Barqah, the people hosted him as an honourable, revered and appreciated guest. They would give him 
carrots, sheep, and all the dates and whatever grains that they could. He would ask for things from 
the people to buy from them in exchange for bonds against himself. He later sent a representative to 
pay off these debts when he was in exile in Turkey. 

When ’as-Sayyid Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (41! 4«x) arrived in ?al-Uqaylah, ‘Ahmad bin Idris ’al-?Ash-hab 
hosted him. He prepared boiled eggs, meat, and a little barley bread especially for °as-Sayyid >Ahmad 
>ash-Sharif (a 4«s)) and the men at his table. However, >Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (<i! 4«3) would distribute 
it amongst his men, leaving very little, and sometimes nothing for himself. With great fortitude he 
endured adversity that mountains could not bear. Days often passed without him eating anything. 
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Despite this, he is not known to have complained. Dozens of people died due to famine and the 
conditions imposed on them. 


The Caravan and Ramadan ’as-Suwayhili 


Muhammad Salih Harb wrote to Nuri Pasha in Misratah, and explained to him the situation they were 
going through and asked him to provide them with weapons, ammunition, clothes, and money, so 
that they could continue the Jihad against the Italians. ?Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (i) +35) sent a caravan 
and Nuri Pasha supplied the convoy with weapons, ammunition and supplies, in order to confirm to 
the leaders of Tripoli that the Ottoman Empire would not abandon its friends and supporters. ’as- 
Sayyid Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (4!) 4«35) also wrote to Ramadan ’as-Suwayhili asking him to stand with 
the Mujahidin in the name of Islamic brotherhood. ’as-Suwayhili agreed. On the way back, the caravan 
was ambushed. All its members were killed and the money, supplies and weapons stolen. Some 
historians blame ?as-Suwayhili. Others deny this, pointing to his record as a great Mujahid and 
conclude that he was a victim of a plot to blame him, typical of Italian agents. Others accuse elements 
within the Ottomans who were opposed to ’as-Sayyid >Ahmad °ash-Sharif (4) 4«—)), 


Submarine to Austria 


Idris was now ?Amir after his agreements with the Allies. ’as-Sayyid "Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (<1! 4x) sent 
his commander, Muhammad Salih Harb, as messenger to Prince ‘Uthman Fu’ad, who was in Misratah. 
He requested that the Ottoman prince arrange a German submarine transport him to Constantinople 
to meet his old friend, Enver Pasha, the Minister of War, to discuss the way forward. If the Turks could 
equip him, he would return to continue the Jihad in Libya. If that were not possible, and local and 
global conditions prevented him, he would stay in Constantinople temporarily then devote himself 
to worship in ’al-Hijaz. The Germans agreed to transport ’as-Sayyid >Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (4) 4«3)) and 
some of his men to Austria, with one of their submarines. In the meantime his remaining forces would 
remain near °al-‘Ugaylah, with the Ottomans and Germans supplying them. 


When the German submarine arrived, it carried a letter from Sultan Muhammad VI Wahiduddin 
inviting °as-Sayyid "Ahmad °ash-Sharif (i 43) to Constantinople. In reality the Ottomans hoped that 
>as-Sayyid Ahmad °ash-Sharif (4! 4s) could negotiate a settlement with the Sharif of Makkah who 
had revolted against them. ’as-Sayyid *Ahmad °ash-Sharif (<i! 4«<5) set forth and boarded the 
submarine in Dhii’al-Qa‘dah 1336 (September 1918). 


Shakib ?Arsalan said: 


?as-Sayyid ’Ahmad ’ash-Sharif told me, “Before I boarded the submarine, I spoke with the 
German officers on board and asked them about the danger of boarding it. They told me that the 
matter was not without danger, but I did not care about that because I had seen my teacher, Sidi 
Ahmad ’ar-Rifi, in a dream and he said to me, ‘You will take such-and-such item from Pola.’ The 
next day, I asked the officer if there was a place called Pola, and they told me, ‘Yes, the port where 
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you will disembark for Austria is called Pola.’ [now in Croatia]. So I was sure that I would reach 
that place through the power of Allah.” 


The submarine ... collided with the top of a large rock at the bottom of the sea, and its engines 
broke down. Its captain and the sailors were very frightened. During that time, ?as-Sayyid "Ahmad 
?ash-Sharif was busy in his Salah and worship. It was like the recitation of the Prophet of Allah, 
Yunus, peace be upon him, when he was in the belly of the fish and at the bottom of the sea. When 
they informed him of what happened, he completed his Salah and rose with them with simplicity 
and composure. Then through the power of Allah, Most High Most Powerful, and the Du‘@ of ’as- 
Sayyid Ahmad ’ash-Sharif the engines suddenly started, and everyone was pleased, and their 
tranquillity returned, and they thanked Allah for their salvation. I have no doubt that he had 
recited: 


ecppall be 0 Cui i) lila tas Cif Y/Y of Cobalt 6 ccalid dale padi yl ba Catan 185 5) Cy pill Lif" 
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>as-Sayyid >Ahmad ’ash-Sharif was known for his strong connection with Allah. After battling the 
British, the Mujahidin withdrew to Bir Yunus and could not find water. He advised performing Salatul 
Istisq@’. The heavens suddenly opened and it rained for two days. 


Arrival at Constantinople 


>as-Sayyid Ahmad °ash-Sharif («il 4«a)) arrived at Pola about a week after his departure, and 
continued to Vienna, the capital of Austria, accompanied by his entourage. There, the Austrian 
Emperor sent him a letter inviting to meet him. Without informing ’as-Sayyid >Ahmad °ash-Sharif 
(atl 4a) Yiisuf Shatwan declined the invitation. ’as-Sayyid >Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (4!) 4«35) thought the 
refusal inappropriate. 


From there he continued to Constantinople. Senior Ottoman officials welcomed him at the station, 
including Enver Pasha and the Shaykhul "Islam. 


The next day he met the Sultan, who awarded him Nishan Majdi, fifth rank. 


Agreement was reached with Enver Pasha and the Sultan that ’as-Sayyid >Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (4) 4-5) 
would return to Libya, equipped with 12,000 rifles, 10 cannons, 30 machine guns and 200,000 pounds. 
When he asked about rumours that the Ottomans wanted him to fight "Idris for having concluded 
agreements with the Italians and British, Enver Pasha replied, “...Rest assured that we want your unity 
above all else, out of sincerity for Islam and concern for its independence. Our assistance to you is 
solely in defence of Islam, because Turkey, on its part, does not have the slightest hope of recovering 
Tripoli.” 


Events however transpired with lightning speed. Enver Pasha was replaced. ’as-Sayyid Ahmad ?ash- 
Sharif (ail 435) regretted delaying this meeting and tried to make his way back to Austria to take a 
submarine to Libya. The Allied advance however made that impossible. So he went to Bursa where 
the locals warmly welcomed him. 
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Turkish War of Independence 


The Allied armies entered Constantinople. They resolved on dividing and destroying Turkey. They 
would use Turks, affiliated with Masonry and Zionism to accomplish this. Thus they staged such 
Turks as heroes, who would then destroy the Khilafah. Their main pawn was Mustafa Kamal. In the 
beginning he donned the guise of Islam and raised the slogan of Jihad, and led the war against Greece, 
which occupied Izmir on 16 May 1919. He used to give enthusiastic speeches and say, “Our death, 
dear and honourable people, is better than our life as humiliated slaves under the Christians and Jews 
who toy with our abilities, suck our blood and money, and attack our honour, religion, and dignity.” 


Kamal’ manipulated the religious fervour of the Turks who were thus split under his government and 
that of the Sultan. Aware of the religious status of ’as-Sayyid >Ahmad °ash-Sharif («| 4a) and the 
spiritual position he held in the hearts of the Muslims, Kamal attempted to win him over to his side. 
So deceptive was he in manipulating religion for his propaganda, he had wine and its manufacturing 
facilities destroyed, clamped down on prostitution and brothels and ordered that Salah be observed 
on time. He made Friday a day of worship for the general public, and ordered the closure of shops, 
cafes, and parks every Friday, starting from the time of noon until after Jumu‘ah Salah. Through such 
ploys he deceived the Muslims into acclaiming him as a renewer of religion and its saviour. Therefore, 
>as-Sayyid Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (4! 4s») decided, after much thought, to go to Anatolia and join him. 
He ignored the warnings from the Sultan and his government that Kamal’s artificial appearances and 
his false claims were ruses to gain the sympathy of the Muslims, and that he would turn and wage 
war against ?Islam. ?ad-Damad Khalid Darwesh Pasha wrote to him: 


O our Master, O Servant of Islam, O branch of the blessed Prophetic Tree! Beware of being deceived 
by the manifestations of religion that Mustafa Kamal fabricates to achieve his goal. For I raised 
him in my home, and among my family. I knew his outward and inward affairs. In his heart there 
is not an atom of faith or fear of Allah or scruple to what he does. His religion is his desires. If he 
were able to do so, he would harm ’Islam and the Muslims. I am like your son, your brother, one 
who loves you. I say this to you, and had it not been for your love that has possessed all my feelings, 
I would not have said it to you. Perhaps my saying this will one day be a criminal offense for which 
we shall be apprehended. We ask Allah to guide us to what will bring us happiness in both worlds, 
‘Amin. 


The Sincere Loving One, ’ad-Damad Khalid Darwesh, 


Jumad@ ’al-’Ula 1338. 


>as-Sayyid Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (<i! 4s) remained resolute and travelled to Eskishehr, Anatolia. This 
was a great victory for Kamal because of the Sayyid’s status amongst the Muslims. They believed that 


‘There are those who are upset when the title Ataturk is used. I feel shy before ’al-Mustafa % to use his name 
for such a person. I therefore refer to him as Kamal, for indeed he was perfect in his disbelief and harm that he 
inflicted on Islam. 
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he would only join the party which was on the right path. ‘Ismat Pasha, the commander of Eskishehr, 
held a celebration upon his arrival. Addressing the officers and notables present, he said, “Today you 
are in the field of honour, and now, by doing this, you are restoring to Islam its pride and glory...your 
names will be written with letters of light on the pages of the history of Islam.” 


The speech affected the attendees who pledged to fight until victory or martyrdom was attained. 


>as-Sayyid Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (41! 43) continued onto Ankara, where Kamal himself welcomed him 
at the station, and hosted him in his house. 


Kamal offered him the post of deputy unto the Khalifah. ’as-Sayyid >Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (4) 4s) 
replied that the enemy was attacking from all sides. The need of the hour was not for someone sitting 
ina chair, but on the field of Jihad. Kamal, perfect in the arts of hypocrisy and deception, replied, “We 
shall be victorious through the might of Allah and your blessings. You are the father, and I am but a 
son. We are prepared to do whatever you say, and our honour lies in us following you.” 


He utterly deceived ’as-Sayyid Ahmad °ash-Sharif (4! 434) who probably felt dutybound to stand 
with the one who stood for Jihad against the invaders. 


When the Kurds revolted against Kamal, he sent ?as-Sayyid >Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (4! 4«) to speak with 
them. ’as-Sayyid Ahmad °ash-Sharif (<i! 4«) met with their leaders and asked them to unite against 
the common enemies of *Islam. The Kurds agreed to stand with Kamal, subject to certain conditions. 
They also wished as-Sayyid >Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (41! 4«3) to stay and oversee them, but he declined. 


Battle for Ankara 


During his time with the Kurds, the Greeks decisively defeated Kamal’s forces and advanced on 
Ankara. The city was evacuated, except for the army. The Greeks were now a few kilometres away. 
Kamal telegrammed °as-Sayyid Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (4! 4«) expressing his fear of imminent defeat 
and asking him to pray for victory. ’as-Sayyid "Ahmad °ash-Sharif (| +3) sent a messenger with a 
Mushaf, sword and his personal Burnis cloak and wrote, “I have sent unto you the Mushaf of Allah Most 
High, the sword of victory and the cloak of honour and success, if Allah Most High so wills.” 


The messenger reached Kamal while he was on the front line, at the head of the desperate army on 
the Sakarya River. He handed him the message and gave him the trust. Kamal ordered general 
mobilisation for a counterattack. In the morning of the day appointed for the attack, he wore the 
cloak and sword and brought forth the Mushaf and he and his generals prayed Salah of two Rak‘at and 
begged Allah for His help. Kamal fired the first shot, and a desperate battle began, lasting three days 
and nights. 20,000 Turks and 30,000 Greeks died. In the end, the Greeks were routed. They fled with 
the Turks in pursuit. This marked the end of the Greek ascendancy. 


After that decisive victory >as-Sayyid Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (i! 4«s) visited Kamal, congratulating him 
on the victory. Then he went to Tarsus. During his stay there, Kamal undertook an inspection tour 
throughout Anatolia. He visited the province of Adana and came specifically to visit ’as-Sayyid 
>Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (4! 43) who hosted a lunch for Kamal. The country’s leaders and notables also 
attended. While everyone was sitting at the table, Kamal stood up and addressed them in Turkish: 
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Brothers, allow me to introduce to you to the one in whose presence we are in, and at whose table 
we sit. We are now in the presence of the pride of Muslims, and the grandson of the master of the 
messengers, the Mujahid, ’as-Sayyid ’Ahmad ’ash-Sharif ’as-Sanisi, our first teacher, and the 
founder of the first school in Bargah, to which we went as a delegation. There we received lessons 
in Jihad, resistance, and defending oneself, religion, and the homeland. This is [pointing at ’as- 
Sayyid ’Ahmad ’ash-Sharif] the one who planted in our souls the firm tree of defence, and who 
supported us in our harsh ordeal, and encouraged us with his right ideas and opinions until we 
gained our honour and pride and saved our country from the clutches of enemies. So utmost 
thanks and appreciation unto him from the government and the Turkish people. 


Kamal sat and °as-Sayyid ?Ahmad ?ash-Sharif («| 4«3) responded, “All thanks belong to Allah alone. 
It is He who helped you, gave you victory, and tore apart your enemies because of your effort, 


exertion, and unity of your ranks. We hope Allah grants you further Tawfiq.” 


After staying in Tarsus for about a year, ’as-Sayyid >Ahmad °ash-Sharif (4! 4s) moved to the port of 
Mersin. He wrote to his cousin, Muhammad ’Idris, and to the leader of the Jihad, ‘Umar ?al-Mukhtar, 


urging him to continue the Jihad. 


Shakib ?Arsalan visited him at Mersin and describes him as follows: 


I saw in the Sayyid an august scholar, a noble leader, and a great teacher. One of the most noble 

people I have ever met in my life. Majestic in worth, distinguished condition, clear mind, brilliance 

of character, amazing generosity, quick understanding, upright opinion, and strength of memory, 

with a dignity that could not be overlooked. He has extreme piety without ostentation or wishing 
for fame. I heard that he does not sleep at night for more than three hours, and spends the rest of 
his night in worship, recitation of Qur’an, and Tahajjud. I have repeatedly seen luxurious spreads 
worthy of kings prepared for him. The guests and those at the edges would eat, while he would 
suffice with just one of the foods, and a little at that. Such was his habit. He had gatherings every 
day between the Zuhr and ‘Asr, to drink the green tea that Moroccans prefer. He would command 
that guests and accompanying men come, and each of them drinks three cups of tea mixed with 
amber. He himself avoided drinking tea because it is not good for his health but would sometimes 

drink a cup of mint. It was his habit that he burns a lot of perfume in his gatherings. The Sayyid 

loved talking, and most of his conversations are about the stories of the men of Allah, their 

conditions, and their qualities, and the biographies of his predecessor, Muhammad bin ‘Ali ?as- 
Sanusi, ?as-Sayyid °al-Mahdi and other saints and righteous people. as-Sayyid ’Ahmad ’ash- 
Sharif had a quick mind and a flowing pen. He never tired of writing and wrote several books. He 

started losing hair at the age of fifty, but his appearance does not indicate that he has reached 

this age as he hardly had any grey hair. He had a wonderful handsome appearance, fit in body, 

and strong in build. No one can see him without honouring and respecting him. 


End of the Ottoman Dynasty 


After the end of the Greek wars, Kamal’s forces besieged Constantinople for nearly four months. After 
lengthy negotiations the Allied occupation forces withdrew. Sultan Muhammad VI Wahid °ad-Din 
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knew that he could not oppose Kamal, so he and his government evacuated the city, bringing the 
seven-century old Ottoman rule to a close. 


Kamal’s Turkish National Assembly installed Crown Prince ‘Abdul Majid as nominal Khalifah on 19 
November 1922. He had no powers or official functions to perform. On 27 Rajab 1342 (3 March 1924) 
he was deposed and exiled along with other Ottoman loyalists. On that day >as-Sayyid >Ahmad °ash- 
Sharif (4! 4«3) declared, “?Only Ahmad ’ash-Sharif remains” i.e. to oppose Kamal. 


Kamal’s evil intentions slowly became apparent. He interfered in the law and removed the Shari‘ah. 
>as-Sayyid Ahmad °ash-Sharif (4) 4«s) was furious and said to Kamil, “We and the Muslims did not 
help you. We stand with you only for the sake of preserving the existence of the Islamic religion.” He 
asked him to swiftly reconsider the matter and urged him to adhere to the bonds of religion, through 
which he had gained victory and the sympathy of the Muslims. Kamal did not like this and considered 
this to be interference in his Satanic policies. 


Kamal was a tool of Zionists and Masons. He was a snake who hated ?Islam and the Muslims. He was 
a master of deception and hypocrisy. He abolished the Ottoman Empire and the Khildfah and 
established a secular state in the abode of the Khilafah. He viciously persecuted the ‘Ulam@ and killed 
scores of them, hanging their bodies on gallows. He closed many Masajid, forbade the Adhan and Salah 
in Arabic. He forced the people to change their national dress, commanding them wear European 
dress instead. He abolished the Ministry of ’Awqaf and banned Salah in the Hagia Sophia Masjid and 
turning it into a museum. Shari‘ah courts were abolished, and Swiss laws implemented. Sunday 
replaced Friday as the weekly holiday. The Gregorian calendar replaced the Hijri calendar. He 
abolished Islamic marital laws and made polygamy illegal. He abolished Islamic inheritance laws and 
made males and females equal in inheritance. He encouraged immorality amongst women and was a 
role model for fornication and drinking wine. Thus he set the blueprint for deceivers amongst the 
Muslims - don the garb of religion until the Muslims have been hoodwinked to follow you. 


This atheist and heretic fulfilled the plots of Jews, Masons and the British against Islam, and 
terminated Turkey’s status as a rallying point for the Muslims. He coopted with the British Foreign 
Secretary, Curzon, who stipulated four conditions for Turkish independence: 


Turkey ends its connection with Islam. 
The Khilafah be abolished. 
Suppression of Khilafah loyalists. 
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Replacing the Ottoman constitution with a wholly secular one. 


These were codified in the Treaty of Lausanne of 1340 Hijri (1923). 


Expulsion from Turkey 


Turkish authorities began harassing and restricting ’as-Sayyid >Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (4) +.)), his 
associates and visitors. His stipend was suspended for four months. The locals supported the Shaykh, 
and the government feared negative consequences. The money was therefore transferred to him, and 
the government resorted to subterfuge. They sent Diya? ud-Din Jawdat to him, pretending to be a 
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student of knowledge. Diya’ kept nagging him to recommend him to Prince Salim, asking him to help 
him in his mission to study at ?al-’Azhar. Prince Salim, the grandson of Sultan ‘Abdul Hamid, was 
residing in Bayrit. ’as-Sayyid ?Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (4) «3 5) relented and wrote, “The person carrying 
this book to you is one of the students of knowledge in need of help, and he hopes that you will extend 
a helping hand to him as much as possible to complete his mission.” 


The letter was given to Kamal who convened his council. The letter was deemed proof of treason 
against the state. It was decided that he would either be deported within ten days, or placed under 
house arrest in a village. *Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (4! 4«s) responded, “I had expected this since ‘Abdul 
Majid was deposed, because my remaining in Turkey does not appeal to those who want to toy with 
the command of the noble Shari‘ah and erase the hallmarks of the religion of monotheism. I choose 
to leave Turkey. This is the reward I receive for supporting and helping it. Soon Turkey will lose its 
respect among all Arab peoples and Islamic nations.” 


After ten days he left for Damascus, where he stayed as the guest of Sa‘id ’al-Jaza@ iri, grandson of 
‘Abdul Qadir ?al-Jaza’iri. The locals welcomed him. Shaykhs, leaders and notables visited him. From 
Damascus he went to Baytul Muqaddas as the guest of ?al-Mufti Amin ?al-Husayni. The British forced 
him to return to Damascus, but the French also did not want him there. Italy offered to help him in 
exchange for retuning him to Libya and negotiate with them. He replied, “I am outside the borders of 
the homeland. I shall never bargain or surrender a hand span of it, for indeed I have no right in that. 
If the Italian government is honest in what it says, then it has ?as-Sayyid 7Idris ?al-Mahdi in Egypt and 
the other leaders of the land to negotiate with. They are more lenient towards Italy and lighter in 
stipulations than I. Thus the door to negotiation is closed.” 


He had previously told the Italian representative in Turkey, “Tripoli and Bargah are not my properties 
with which I can be generous with towards the Italians. They are the property of their people.” 


The French increased their pressure for him to leave Damascus. So he met with the British Consul and 
requested to transit Transjordan on his way to ’al-Hijaz. The Consul refused. So he requested to go to 
‘Iraq. This too was refused. When he requested to go to Egypt, he was told that the King of Egypt had 
also refused permission. He requested to go to Yemen, India or Sudan, but all were denied to him. The 
Consul said, “You cannot enter any land over which the British flag flies.” 


Angry, ?as-Sayyid Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (4!) 4s) replied, “So the keys to the whole world are in the 
hands of the English? Does not the entire earth belong to Allah and the matter is in His Hands? As for 
me, Allah will provide relief and a way out for me. As for the British government, I swear by Allah and 
I again swear by Allah, a day will come when it will regret this behaviour and she will lose all the 
kingdoms under her control. She will regret it, but remorse will not benefit her.” 


The Consul mocked him and told him to take the road to ’an-Najd. 


Eventually King ‘Abdul ‘Aziz granted permission to enter °al-Hijaz via >an-Najd, but he had no funds. 
Jasim bin *Ibrahim, a pearl merchant in Bombay, thereupon sent 400 pounds to finance the journey. 
?as-Sayyid Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (<i! 4s) fell into prostration, in thanks for this divine help. 


Upon reaching Dawmatul Jandal, the locals arrested him. This was the first time that cars had passed 
through that desert and the local chief, ‘Abdullah bin ‘Ugayl wanted to burn the cars. However, when 
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he learnt who ?as-Sayyid ?Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (4! 4«<) was, he honoured him and returned the three 
cars. 


>as-Sayyid Ahmad °ash-Sharif (4) 4«3) reached Makkah and sent the cars back to Damascus. He was 
taken to King ‘Abdul ‘Aziz in Jeddah and then served the King by working to unite the tribes under 
his leadership. He would travel between Makkha and ?al-Madinah as the guest of the King. 


In 1346 Hijri the King offered to negotiate with the Italians, so that °as-Sayyid >Ahmad ?ash-Sharif 
(atl 4a 5) could return to Bargah and serve his people, saying that his people were tired and unable to 
resist the strong Italians at present. They needed time to recoup and could wage the struggle later. 


?as-Sayyid Ahmad °ash-Sharif (4!) 4«)) replied that Italy could reach an accommodation with 
Muhammad ’Idris ?al-Mahdi who was much more flexible. As for him, he would not allow Italy to use 
his name to legitimise their rule. As long as he remained outside the country, he could maintain his 
stance of not negotiating, free from Italian bribes of money and other promises. By remaining free 
from Italian deception, he could still work towards completely removing them in the long term. 


The King agreed that °as-Sayyid >Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (4 +5) understood his country better. ?as- 
Sayyid ?Ahmad ?ash-Sharif (4) 4«<5) then proceeded for Hajj, using the opportunity to contact the 
Libyans, collect aid for them and advise them. 


Demise 


Afte enduring a chronic disease, ’as-Sayyid *Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (4) 4«s)) passed away at exactly eight 
o’clock on Friday, the 13" of Dhii ?al-Qa‘dah, 1351 (10 March, 1933) in the Saniisiyyah Zawiyah in al- 
Madinah. He was buried in ’al-Baqi‘ cemetary near the grave of ’alImam Malik (4) 4«5), He had 
spent his life of 61 years in the service of Islam and the Muslims and fighting the invading disbelievers. 
Allah’s mercy, forgiveness and pleasure be upon him. 


-ql-Lat@if Illustrated Magazine (Egypt), issue 945, 20"" March 1933, published a lengthy and sorrowful 
obituary, which in part stated: 


..When Italy invaded a quarter of a century ago...he stood up to defend his homeland and his 
religion, arousing the spirit of determination and strength in the souls of the Arabs. Then he joined 
the Turks against the Italians. However, Turkey was engaged in the Second Balkan War in the 
year 1911. The deceased ... therefore fought alone in the field. He persevered for more than three 
years...With his few forces, he defeated the large organised Italian forces, and inflicted defeats and 
losses on them until he forced Italy to request reconciliation with him at the hands of the former 
Khedive ‘Abbas Hilmi. He rejected him, saying, “I will never reconcile with a Christian state on a 
hand span of Muslim land,” and he continued his desperate struggle until the last years of the 
World War. He travelled to Turkey, and was offered the Islamic Caliphate, but he rejected it... After 
the war ended, he took refuge in °al-Hijaz, where he spent fourteen years away from his homeland, 
preserving his faith, austerity, and patriotism until he answered the call of his Lord... 
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General Emilio De Bono, the Italian Colonial Minister, announced the death of as-Sayyid >Ahmad ?ash- 
Sharif (ai! 4x) inside the hall of the Fascist Council, ““Ahmad °ash-Sharif Al-Senussi died in Hijaz, 
affected by paralysis. With his death all our fears in Africa died...the death of this man, our sworn 
enemy, makes us reassured for all our actions and religious purposes in North Africa.” 


Most Italian newspapers published articles on the death. 


>as-Sayyid Ahmad ’ash-Sharif (4! 43) had fought against three colonial empires at a time when the 
Muslims had given in to despair and could not conceive of resisting these empires. His small numbers 
and lack of resources did not deter him from fighting those whose militaries dominated land, sea and 


air. 


Those with weak hearts would have felt that an early surrender and acceptance of European rule and 
ways would have spared them the difficulties which accompanied and followed the Jihad. The Sayyid 
however had a heart which submitted to the command of his Rabb: 
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Say: “If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your wives, your relatives, wealth which you have 
obtained, commerce wherein you fear decline, and dwellings with which you are pleased are more 


beloved to you than Allah and His Messenger and Jihad in His cause, then wait until Allah brings 
His command to pass. And Allah does not guide the defiantly disobedient people.” [’at-Tawbah:24] 


It was because ’as-Sayyid >Ahmad °ash-Sharif (<i! 4x5) had the vision to uphold the principles of Islam 
under the most difficult of conditions, that Allah blessed future generations with a desire to maintain 
the light of Islam in its purity and never surrender to the darkness of the forces of disbelief. 


May Allah fill his grave with light, and grant the Muslims the ability to uphold his example of spirit 
of sacrifice and love for Islam. 


sll de ail be y 


Further Reading 

‘Alt Muhammad ’as-Sallabi: ’ath-Thimar ?az-Zakiyyah li ’al-Harakah ’as-Santsiyyah fi Libiya V. 1 

Kalifa Tillisi, "Mu’jam Ma’arik Al Jihad fi Libia 1911-1931", Dar Ath Thagafa, Beirut, 1973. 
Mohammed Fouad Shukri, "As Senussiya Deen wa Daula", Markaz ad Dirasat al Libiya, Oxford, 2005. 


Mustafa Ali Houwaidi, "Al Haraka al Wataniya fi Shark Libia Khilal al Harb al Alamiya al Oula", Markaz 
Jihad al Libiyeen Did al Ghazu al Itali, Tripoli, 1988. 


Muhammad Asad, "The Road to Mecca", The Book Foundation, Canada, 2005. 


27 


